PARLIAMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF THE WESTERN CAPE
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN REPLY

THURSDAY, 24 MARCH 2016

5. Mr L H Max to ask Mr D A C Grant, Minister of Transport and Public
Works:

(1)Whether the disposal of the Tafelberg property as part of the City of
Cape Town’s Regeneration Programme will enable the Province to
extract the maximum value from the most valuable inner-city
properties to create an income stream from which projects for the poor
can be cross-subsidised;

(2)whether the increasing cost of urban sprawl was taken into account
when this model was adopted; if not, why not; if so, what are the
relevant details;

(3)whether any mechanisms are in place to ensure that the cross-
subsidisation of socio-economic objectives through the sale of state
land and that they are transparent; if so, what are the relevant details?

Response

5(1) But for one correction in that it is a Provincial Regeneration Programme
relating to the inner City of Cape Town, the answer is yes.

5(2) The Constitutional Court has recently established that Municipal Planning is
an exclusive municipal function and as such the determination of the urban
edge, Spatial Development Frameworks and other municipal instruments factor
in the containment and cost of urban sprawl most directly, and by which laws or
instruments every landowner within the City, including the Province, is bound.
This notwithstanding, it is my understanding that the Western Cape Government
is alive to the issue of urban sprawl and takes it into account in its planning and
environmental policy determinations as well as its support and oversight of
municipalities.

5(3) Given the fiscal constraints facing the state currently; and particularly in
relation to the budget cuts that have been applied to our provincial coffers, the
achievement of all our socio-economic objectives are cross-subsidized by way of
revised budget determinations following all required processes. An increasingly
vital element of these budgets is the realization of revenue by provinces directly;
through inter alia the disposal of assets.

Antwoord

5(2) Die Grondwetlike Hof het onlangs vasgestel dat Munisipale-beplanning
eksklusief 'n munisipale funksie is en sodanig moet die bepaling van die



stedelike rand, Ruimtelike Ontwikkelingsraamwerke en ander munisipale
instrumente die bekamping en koste van stedelike verspreiding op die mees
direkte manier in rekening bring, en waardeur elke grondeienaar in die stad,
insluitend die Provinsie, deur wette en instrumente beperk word.
Desnieteenstaande, is dit my verstandhouding dat die Wes-Kaapse Regering van
stedelike verspreiding bewus is en dit in ag neem met die beplanning- en
omgewingsbeleidbeslissings, asook met sy ondersteuning en toesig oor
munisipaliteite.

5(3) Gegewe die fiskale beperkings wat die staat tans in die gesig staar; en met
spesifieke verwysing na die begrotingsbesnoeiings wat op ons provinsiale koffers
toegepas is, word die behaling van al ons sosio-ekonomiese doelwitte
gekruissubsidieer deur hersiende begrotingsbeslissings wat al die vereiste
prosesse volg. 'n Toenemende belangrike element van hierdie begrotings is die
realisasie van inkomste direk deur Provinsies; deur onder andere bates te
vervreem.



